oy mgnms in ed-
} \"‘”;’ i wught Leona
sl 40 the hotel
geﬁm onwcted tax

(ederal judge
dghﬂf Ho four

:'bf
5*‘-’ ane ubut 15 oowW

'Caun‘ a Man-
{m- jmoved with

his wife and ieenage daugh-
ter into the swank Helmsely-
Cariton House, at 6lst and
Madison, only to discover
that a seven-day-a-week pri-
vate gambling casino called
the Coterie Club operated
down the hall

in a $12 million civil suit
filed in Manhattan Supreme
Court, Court alieges that hon-
dreds of thousands of dolars

charge havds daily in back-
gammon. poker, dice and gin
rummy games at the clob,
that Leona hersell is 3 mem-
ber and ihat the Queen of
Mean has continued Lo Sane-
lion ils operalion from her
jad eeli. where she communi-
cates regularly with the
buiiging's manager.. . - -

In the suit. Couri contends
he was promised privacy and
complete securily by Halph
Gagner. the bullding manag-
er, when he signed a six-year
lcase, but found instead a
“rogues’ gallery of ... Maha
types, hoslters sircaming in
and oul” who knoeck on the
doar of his ninth-Neor apart-
ment in Vhe garly hours ol Lhe

mormng looking for the club,
“Absalutely nol true,” s3id
Gagner, adding that “the Co-
terie Club is 2 privaie club, 2
vory legitimate enterprise”
that has operaled in the
building for 51% years.
Club manager Louise Gold-
smith deseribed the Coterie
. a5 an exclusive backgammon
ciub whose members pay a
51500 annual fee and can
only join wilh a reference
from anather member. Gold-
smith, who said she tas run
simtlar private elubs. refused
to pame any Colerie mem-
bers,
The ¢lub is so secretive and
extlusive there jsn’t even a
sign oulside the entrance at

bl S A A
QUILLING TIRME coraim
il their ancient culture, Jewish Children’s

uriiis offering multi-media exhibit called
he .Iemsh Experience” at Yale Building, 460

12th Ave. Ycﬂerday. abont 200 kids, mosuy from
Jewish day schools, visited, and some tried using

quills, as ancient scribes did. Exhibit is presented
by Jewish Childran International: Tzivos Hastiem,

affiliated wilh Lubavitcher Hasidim.

FUL TURNBLLL DALY KEWS l
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In a- rruxed mlmg tor”

i \C-Ied«tha: thes chancellor.,
&?e the swecping veto power
“;qmmed,nver the chmcc of

TH E‘Sc Invctvcd ruJes for 5eiecnng
‘dem.-; that” Femandez. es-'

wW YV boards” powers-

tabmhad mmrty 19!)0 Dlsr.nct 29 in -
- - southeastern OQmeens — later support-
L - ed by several others — challenged the
] -rules in court-emtending theyv viakat- -
¥ingnschools Chanceltor “Joseph ™ .ed education 1:-: granting them bir-
Bulez, the state’s top court ruled |
@3<that’he hed’ broad. review® o
°”chth ONAYL eommunity

INg pOWer.~ o &

“deemed noguatified. -
The court yestextay said the. rules
- themselves didn viclale-the local

_ Bpt in a4 Mow lo Femandez the
oplnllcq by Chief Judge Judith Kaye

Lo assure

would be

wrate.,

“What th

scleclion

cleariy suggested that a r:hancelior
touldn't merely averride the choice ot’
-2 jocal bonrd.

“We thus leave for hiture rem?utmn
the determination whether the chane
" . eellor is using the power of that offire’
“The ‘rules. m:mred the boards to
cmate ‘scresntsng committees with a
B“{l“‘“*’!ﬂs selectsuperintendents.;: certain bumber of parents and to file

e Conrt of Appeals also strong— - reports with the ehancellor showing
, that ﬁnahm et tertain criteria.

Clammd vcbn pewer
" AL the ssme tme, Fernandez was
tm.n'; unanimous ru!mz ended thneau:mng to weto the hiring or reap~
that taarked the beginning of [ pointment of sy supenntendent e
eyt Ewrmy relations with the
“lt! sthool boards, which ulti- -
I Hmbuted m hxs cusmr B

mechanism of the {rules) — which

is effectively substituting hus judgment
. for the commurity hoards' on the mer-
its of 2 particnlar cnnd;dnte " i{aye

Philip Xaplan, fawyer for the com-
munity school boards, said the ruling
was & warning to- the chancellor,

‘Tion't step over the ling,” ™ he said.
Fernandes spokesman James Viasto -

i called the ruling a victory, “because i1 -

upholds the chanecllor's role in Lhe

adherence to the procedura)

permissible — or whether he -

ey said to him basically was,

process.”

Apartment 912, which sits at
the end of a leng corridar
dotled with erystai chande-
liers. To gel on the resides-
tial [lloor, visilors are
checked by the elevator oper.
atorz, who carry black books
with the names of club mem-
bers,

The club is a favorite slop
Tor rich pambling addicts vis-
iting the o1y from Europe. ILs
conventent midlown location
beats the travel Lme Lo Ailan-
tic Cily or some upsiate Ind-
an reservation Ter high-
slakes games, and 11s refined
atmosphere makes it a {avor-
ile over some gaady New Jor-
sey Boardwalk casiog.

"Everylhung is A-OK: peo-
ple do what they want here™
Goldsmith recently Lotd a wis-
Har, who saw a haif-dozen
backgammon and several
large poker Labies in the con-
verted apariment Bul no
matier how Juxuriong, the Co-
lerie Club’s localion is 2 vio-
lation of the bullding's certilt
lcate af occupancy, say city
building officials.

Arcording o Coun’s suit,
club members pay for their
loszes and receive their win-
nings through the elub, which
charges a fee for the service
and even maintains ruanimg
accounts. The bsckgammon
Eames range as high as “$5040
per point and up.'” and Lhe
poi-himit poker games in-
clude anies of $10%0 per play-
er’

Law enforcement officials
said they nad no knowledge
ol the cipb's existance, bot at
least one said, it sounds ijle-
gal to me.'"

The specter of gambling
pois in the thousands bemng
swept up hourly in 2 bujiding
that belongs Le a billionaire,
whe once boasted thal “only
the little people™ pay laxes,
should spark a glearm in the
eye of some [RS burcaueral

E ATE LAST week, Man-
hattan Supreme Court
Justice Peter Tom

scheduled a hearing for next

Wednesday on Couri’s re-

quest for an injupetion

agwinst the club. The lawyer
handiing lhe case for the

Helmsley-Spear firm is

Lauren Wachiler, daughter of

disgraced former Chiefl Judge

Sol Wachtler, Does Leona

have no shame?

“1 have spoken with Mr,
Couri, but I'm in no position
to comment one way or an-
ollier on the case,” Wachtier,
the daughier, said yesterday.

Couri even claims, in a
sworn affidavit accompany-
ing the suif, that when be
signed his lease, Gagner toid
him {hat “only contraciors,
painlers, paper bangers un-
der the employ or ‘control’ of
Helmsley-Carilon™ should be
used for improvements on his
apariment. and that “they be
paid only in cash.”

The next Lime Manhattan
Federal Judge Thomas
Griesa, who sentenced Leona
for income iax evasion, de-
cides to plead (or her release
in public, he shouid ask him-
self the queshion — has Lep
na been rehabilitated?
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